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Every size and Shape 1. Hops hornbeam (Ostrya

. virginiana, Zones 3-9)
to keep the €ye mOVlng 2. Weeping katsura (Cer-
cidiphyllum japonicum f.

| don‘t want to live in a rainy, wet jungle, so I've pendulum, Zones 4-8)

kept the border plants low and small in stature,
allowing the eye to move. This photo, taken from
the back of the house, looks through the arbor
toward the bedroom patio. The narrowing of the
lawn and the stepping-stone path (to keep feet
dry in our wet Northwest) create a transition from
the open lawn and beds surrounding it into t.he 5. ‘Gold Heart’ bleeding
next garden room. As one moves through this .

g . . heart (Dicentra spec-
transition, a weeping katsura hanging over the tabilis ‘Gollb Heart
small pond creates a midlayer backdrop between Zones 3-9) '
the nf-:-lgh'bor s towerlng 'ced.ar and the grqun.d, 6. Teddy Bear” rhododen-
contributing to the anticipation of a more intimate dron (Rhododendron

space beyond. ‘Teddy Bear’, Zones 6-9)

3. English boxwood (Buxus
sempervirens, Zones 6-8)

4. 'Aureola’ Japanese for-
est grass (Hakonechloa
macra 'Aureola’, Zones
5-9)
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| DESIGN |

Don’t forget the little moments

f adding interest is proving difficult, focus on smaller vignettes and combinations to add charm to your shady situation.

D | use garden features
such as sculptures, bird-

baths, and spheres to
create 2 * visual
focus. B ths arrest
the eye with their clas-
sical shape and reflec-
tion of light. Providing
drinking water encour-
ages the s to hang
around, and, of course,
hearing them splash in
the water while bath-
ing adds so much life
to the garden. The fish

head with the Tzt lips
rising out of the water
was made by a local
artist.

| like to snuggle
birdbaths into their
own little nests, so |
plant low growers at
their base. Surrounding
the birdbath are some
favorite evergreens in a variety of leaf shapes, sizes, and shades of green,
but little to no color, which allows the birdbath to take the focus.

4 This small, shady corner planting is one of my favorites. There are no sig-
nificant flowers to speak of here, just a constantly changing vignette. With the
spring unfurling of the Western maidenhair fern (Adiantum aleuticum, Zones
3-9), the red new growth on the whortleberry (Vaccinium nummularia, Zones
7-9), the shiny, deep green of the beesia (Beesia deltophylla, Zones 6-9), and
the brilliant red fall tones of the mukdenia (Mukdenia rossii, Zones 4-8), the
bed provides detail and interest throughout the year.

Deborah Cheadle gardens in Bainbridge Island, Washington.

A This sunny corner is nothing special for much of
the year, and then one day in spring, it stops you in
your tracks. Masses of ‘Johnson’s Blue’ geranium,
balls of purple allium (Allium cv., Zones 4-9), spikes
of raspberry heuchera (Heuchera ‘Blood Red’,
Zones 4-9), the settling purple-gray of the broader
leaved hellebore (Helleborus x sternii, Zones 7-9),
and then the surprising pop of a silver sedum’s
(Sedum spathulifolium, Zones 5-9) yellow flowers
can't help but make you smile. This symphony of
colors lasts for about a month, and then the corner
fades into the background once again.
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