..0 / ?_, o (e )
A e mmau i i b
Sl Ue (l;:; A

§ ' lu,; rny ,

%4/ N

Y

“We Can

3ecome Profitable Beyond
What We Imagine.” ém

ANLA’s Bob Dolibois on gym shoes,

é generations and the future of floriculture "page 16

.
- e *

-

Talking-Shop
6 Takes On Managing

Production, People And More

page 30
GROW
Annual Report
2012 In Review

after page 42

A Meister Publication | www.greenhousegrower.co




Contents | éﬁ%ﬁ\\f{‘]’ﬁﬁ

yYi 'me.wm
" i f|,

NS £ 3 O What We've Learned
Six head growers share their expertise on a
1 The wqud variety of topics. From growing cyclamen to

According To Bob choosing new varieties and working with people at all levels
By Richard Jones of the operation, they offer advice to make your job easier.

ANLA's Bob Dolibois is retiring in
December — but not before offering his
perspective on what it will take to turn
today's challenges into an extremely
profitable future for our industry.

B Dennis Crum, Four Star Greenhouses (page 30)
M John McLaren, Sheridan Nurseries (page 33)
B Victor Vasquez, Park Hill Plants (page 34)

M Rob O'Hara, Rainbow Greenhouses (page 38)
M Marc Verdel, Battlefield Farms (page 42)
M Andrew Britten, Costa Farms (page 51)
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2010 Silver Award 4
a.mam Society GROW Greenhouse Grower brings you tons of content to

of Business >
Publication Editors help grow the floriculture industry. In this report, we
AWARD WINNER 2010 Silver Award introduce the new GROW Partners program for 2013

and recap the best stories from the past year.
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BenchPress How To Grow Coreopsis
A recap of the top ten news By Dan Heims and Conor Carey
stories from 2012. Learn tips and tricks for
producing this popular How To Produce
bedding perennial. A Great Catalog
By Joli A. Hohenstein
54 With these simple tools, you'll

be able to tackle a catalog and

Nominate Someone : !
jumpstart spring sales.

For The Grower Of The
Year Awards 6 8

Nominations are now open for Tap Into The
the Head Grower of the Year and Edibles Market

. \ ¥ (]
Colorful Ferns
For Growers

Perspective

Kube-Pak's Bill Swanekamp
talks downy mildew, crop
protection and meeting his 3y Jerry M

Operation of the Year awards.

nigomery o

customers’ needs in 2013. The National Gardening These be o
e i perennial varieties offer
PROFIT CENTER Assomgtuon identified f°°d an alternative to the traditional
gardening as a $2.7 billion . green color palette.
IN EVERY ISSUE 56 market. Here's how to cash in.

5 Ways To Increase Your </

Facebook RO

Domimague De Bruin and

80

7 Ferns To Grow
In 2013

These foliage plants are a
customer-friendly addition to
anyone's growing lineup.

&6 Advertiser Index

Interact with your customers
online in a way that earns a
real-life return on investment.

&/ MarketPlace -

COLUMNISTS

10 Benchmarks 84 Tips Of The Trade 90 Editorial

Change For The Better Popular Perennials At Retail We're Not Normal

by Richard Jones by Allan Armitage by Robin Siktberg

From Greenhouse Grower's GROW The varieties that customers When you ask why people aren't gardening as
program to the ANLA/OFA merger, love for their gardens may much as they used to, you also have to listen to
working together benefits everyone. surprise you. the answer. Even if it's not what you want to hear.
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Learn tips and tricks for producing

BY DAN HEIMS and CONOR CAREY top of the liner matches evenly with the
top of the soil in the pot to prevent stem
oreopsis is a native North and crown rot. Fungicides at planting are
usually not necessary.

pH/EC: Maintain a pH of 5.5 to 6.5
and an EC of 1.5 to 2.0 via the pour-
through method.

Temperature: A 50°F to 55°F night and

a 70°F to 75°F day temperature are ideal

American plant with a wide range,

growing naturally from Alaska

to the southern tip of Florida. By
selecting the right species, growers can
find anything from USDA-Zone-3-hardy
varieties to those that tolerate weeks of
100°F-plus temperatures.

Coreopsis is useful in bedding schemes
and can provide a nice foil for bold-leaved
plants like heuchera. The vast color range
allows them to be married with many foli-
age colors. They should not be forgotten
when it comes to putting together fall con-
tainers, as the pumpkin- and orange-toned
flowers work well with kale and squash.

Coreopsis Culture Tips

These varieties are great component
plants and add a new color range for the
container market. Different varieties re
quire different culture. Use these guide
lines when growing coreopsis:

Media: Coreopsis prefers a well-
drained media such as a 60/40 peat-perlite
or peat-pumice mix. Drainage is absolute-
ly essential to this genus, and high-peat
mixes can drown a plant.

Planting: Plant one 72-¢

4-inch, 6-inch or gallon pot and two liners

per pot for larger sizes. Coreopsis is not as
sensitive to planting depth as other plants,
since they readily root up the stem. It is

advisable, however, to make sure that the Coreopsis 'Summer Punch’

this popular bedding perennial.

Coreopsts 'Pink Sapphlre 3

for coreopsis.
Light: Coreopsis requires full sun
and grows best with 35 to 50 mol/m?d.
Fertilizer/Watering: Supply a low to
medium rate of constant liquid feed at 100
to 150 ppm nitrogen of 20-10-20. Too much
soft growth that
is more susceptible to disease. Make sure

nitrogen will cause lush,

to dry down pla nts between irrigations



Highly Disease Resistdnt .
Low Maintanance—.
Compact and Bushy
Long Flowering Period

Coreopsis Series From
Terra Nova Nurseries

Most people think of yellow when they
think of coreopsis. Indeed, the vast majority
of the species are this color with the excep-
tion being Coreopsis rosea which has tiny,
0.5-inch diameter flowers.
Terra Nova Nurseries' breeding goal is to !
create groups of plants in hardy and annual ' . . 3 o, 1
forms which come from unrooted cuttings p " ;
These plants had to:

¢ Bloom continuously

* Have a wide range of colors

* Have increased vigor

¢ Be well-branched

* Be sterile, to keep plants blooming

= Attract butterflies and other
pollinating insects

¢ Not fall over!

There are two hardy types and three an-
nual series grown from cuttings. The Hardy
Collection ranges from white to cranberry-
red and offers Zone 6 hardiness. The Punch
series offers six months of color and ranges
from yellow through pumpkin-orange to white-
rimmed cerise. The varieties in the Lemonade ’
series have remarkable gold foliage contrast- THE

ing with flowers which range from pink to red. SU NTO RY®
. The Pie series ranges from the extraor- g

dinary, ultra-compact, orange-flowered COLLECTION

Coreopsis ‘Little Penny' to the vivid red-flow-
ered Coreopsis ‘Cherry Pie.' For the landscape, WWW-SUI‘ITOI’YCO”eCtiOn.COm
the Jewel series offers hardy, jewel-toned
flowers of large size with plants that are well-
branched and 20 inches to 28 inches wide.

Coreopsis 'Center Stage'

GreenhouseGrower.com 27



Production Coreopsis

because wet-dry cycles prevent root-rot
pathogens. All coreopsis require excellent
drainage. If overwintered in containers, the
plants will need to be kept fairly dry.
Pinch/PGRs: Pinching the plants one
week post-planting helps produce a well-
branched, full plant with more flowers.
Mechanical pinching can be replaced by
the use of Florel at 200 to 400 ppm. For
growers who are new to Florel or coreopsis,
it is recommended to apply at the lower
rate with more frequent applications. For
example, two applications at 200 ppm, one
to two weeks apart instead of once at 400
ppm. Remember that efficacy of Florel is
dependent on the pH of the spray solution
(needs to be 4.0 to 4.5) and the length of
time the solution is allowed to dry.
Pests/Disease: Aphids, mites and thrips
are the major insect pests of coreopsis.
As with any crop and pest, scouting and
prevention are keys to success. Make sure
to rotate chemical controls to prevent resis-
tance. Powdery mildew is the most preva-
lent disease of coreopsis. Prevention is es-
sential when combating powdery mildew,

as it often discolors entire leaves.

Although powdery mildew will rarely
kill plants, the white discoloration on
leaves quickly makes them unmarketable.
Be sure to give these plants plenty of light
and space for proper airflow. Apply fungi-
cides preventatively. The following chemi-
cals have proven effective for controlling
powdery mildew on coreopsis: Heritage,
Pageant, Palladium and KleenGrow for
conventional growers and Milstop for or-
ganic growers.

Propagation: Rooting of URCs is
relatively simple and will usually finish
a 72-cell in two weeks, possibly three if
under winter conditions. Since these are
long-day plants, propagation is best ac-
complished under short days, whether

G bd?y ACenfer

they are provided by natural day-length
or with black cloth. Mist is usually only
required for the first five to seven days,
depending on environmental conditions.
Rooting hormone is not required, but
is beneficial, and a rate of 500 ppm IBA
works well. Terra Nova Nurseries’ Conor
Carey prefers to use K-IBA, since it is easy
to prepare and store. It is also a huge labor
savings when sticking by using the spray-
drip down method.

Scheduling: Finish time from 72-cell liner
to 4-inch pot is four to six weeks. From 72-
cell to 1 gallon potis eight to 10 weeks, GG

Dan Heims (dan@terranovanurseries.com) is presi-
dent of Terra Nova Nurseries in Canby, Ore. Conar
Carey is a grower at Terra Nova Nurseries. Learn
more about the company at TerraNovalNurseries.com

The Atlanta International Gift & Home Furnishings Market

OF THE PROS

Imag 111€ what a world-class visual merchandiser who has worked with some of

~Joday's . | =
aoenCenter 7z

%~ AmericasMartatianta /[ a E:M

the most recognizable brands on Earth could do for your garden center. He would be
strategic in getting the highest-margin and best-selling plants where customers can't
overlook them. He would also build compelling displays that convince gardeners that
these are plants and products they must have today.

Join visual merchandising guru Joe Baer as he shares his expertise for visually
communicating your brand and message to excite customers and maximize your
sales. Baer Is the owner of ZenGenius Visual Merchants, a group of creative people
dedicated to helping others with creative and retail projects, whose client list includes
such companies as Victoria's Secret, Limited Brands and Express. He provides
innovative leadership in the visual merchandising and special events industries.

WINNERS

[ -y

Joe Baer teaches you the
technicues he has used with
companies like Victoria's
Secret and Express.

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

Date: Thursday, January 10, 2013
Time: 1-56 pm

Location: Building 1,

10th Floor Seminar Rooms

Cost: $99/person*

AmericasMart - Atlanta
NE

*1st time AmericasMart buyers receive free admission to
AmericasMart and one (1) complimentary night stay per retail
corporation at a participating Atianta hotef on a first come, first
served basis — all the more reason lo leam the display secrets
of the pros! For more information, contact Kathryn Hoke at 404-
220-2122, Khoke@americasmarnt.com
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