Bringing your garden to life I =% '
_:' . |._ ".- = ; W)
o X }

i gozsmc

you’ll love

EASY WEEKEND PROJECT. -

build your 2 ..
own flower, "%

lawn-care g
secrets '

for.every gardener

__National H



I t I Photograph of Agastache mexicana ‘Acapulco

July/August 2011 » www.gardeningclub.com Orange’ by Alan and Linda Detrick

MAKING IT GARDEN

30 Get Tipsy 40 Pond Proud
Brighten a neglected corner of your garden with Debra and Aaron Lerner spent ten years
this pretty tower of flowers. By ELIZABETH NOLL building a paradise in their Minnesota

backyard. Now they struggle to protect it

COVER from tooth and claw. By ELIZABETH NOLL

34 Pretty and Practical LANDSCAPING
After it's established, agastache needs aimostno 46 \What’s Your Lawn-

care—which means all you have to do is sit :
back and enjoy its eye-popping color. Care Persona“ty?
BY STEPHANIE HAINSFURTHER Whether you're obsessive or lackadaisical

about your lawn, learn how to keep your
grass healthy and happy. By DEB WILEY

EDITORIAL QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
Editors, Gardening How-To, 12301 Whitewater Drive, Minnetonka, Minnesota 55343-9447
e-mail: editors@gardeningclub.com

MEMBERSHIP OR CLUB QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
800-324-8454 (Mon.-Fri., 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Central time) e-mail: membersemces@gardemngclub com

Gardening How-To (ISSN 1087-0083) is published Jan/Feb, Mar/Apr, May/June, July/Aug, Fall, by the National Home Gardening Club, 12301 Drive, N 55343-8447, To bacome a Club
maembaer, sand $18 annual dues to: National Homa Gardening Club, PO Box 3401, Hopkins, MN 55343-2101, For Canadian membership, please send $36 Canadian funds (including 5 percent GST) for annual dues. $15
of each year's dues is for an annual o g How-To. Peri postage paid at Hopkins, MN, and additional masling offices. Direct editorial inquiries to Gardening How-To, 12301 Whitewater Drive,
Hopkins, MN 55343-8447. mmmmmmm To, PO Box 3401, Hopkins, MN 55343-2101. Canadian GST registration number R131271496, Canadian Post Publication Mall Agreemant
No, 40083731, Retum undek Canadian to: g How-To, Station A, PO Box 54, Windsor, Ont. N9A 6J5. E-mail: retumnsiL @imex.pb.com. Copyright 2010, North Amarican Membership Group Inc. All
rights resarved. Produced in U.S.A. Volume 18, Number 4, lssus 90,

GARDENINGCLUB.COM 3



Agastache comes in many colors.

Pictured here: Sunset hyssop

(Agastache rupestris) (above) and L
A.'Cotton Candy’ (above right).
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BILL JOHNSON
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Agastache is a hard-
working perennial
that adds color and
spiky texture to your
garden—and laughs

at summer’s heat.

By Stephanie Hainsfurther

anted: Tough plant for sunny site.

Must need little or no water. Ideal

candidate thrives on benign neglect
and poor soil. Plays well with others. Please apply
to empty space behind the salvia and santolina.

If you’ve been looking for the perfect plant for a
problem spot, you'll want to get to know agastache
(ag-ah-STACK-ee; see sidebar on page 36). Its
common name is giant hyssop, although species
and cultivars are known by many names, such as
hummingbird mint and licorice hyssop. Agastache
is a member of the mint family, but unlike its
world-conquering cousins, it is noninvasive. (It
does self-seed, but it won’t take over your garden.)
This plant uses few precious resources, like water
and soil nutrients. And it isn’t attacked by pests—
in fact, its scent repels them.
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Too good to be true? Then stop
reading right here, because you
won't believe the rest.

How to grow
Agastache is generally hardy in
Zones 4 to 10, depending on
cultivar. You may be able to grow it
in slightly colder zones if you plant
it in a sheltered area.
That “hotter than heck” strip
next to the driveway, sidewalk,
or street is the best place for
this plant. If you have a wall
that reflects sunlight and fries
everything else, you could plant
some agastache right up against it.
The lower-growing cultivars are
great in containers, too. Masses of
the taller species make an attractive
ground cover, and individual plants
add notes of color in a meadow.
Drought tolerance is the
hallmark of agastache. Although
every plant needs regular watering

through at least the first season,

this one needs less water from
the start. In subsequent growing
seasons, just turn off the hose and
put your feet up. Agastache will
thrive on available rainfall even in
low-water areas.

Poor soil does not daunt this
plant; in fact, most cultivars need
sandy or coarse, fast-draining soil.

Left: A. mexicana ‘Acapulco
Orange’ has mint-scented
foliage and grows 16 to 18 inches
tall. Right: A. ‘Golden Jubilee'
was an All-America Selections
winner in 2003. Its chartreuse
foliage and deep purple flower
spikes add a splash of color to
a perennial border.

AARK TURNER







wesom
=lc astaches

For eye-popping color that won’t fade in
‘summer’s heat, try these agastache vi

1. Agastache ‘Ava’—r:

and ravishing, this cultivar is a humm
magnet. At 4 to 5 feet tall, it's a wor
specimen to plant all by itself. Zo
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Clay will kill it; fertile loam is
overkill. No fertilizer, please, or this
plant will become leggy and will
not produce the flower-rich spikes
that hummingbirds love so much.
Deadhead agastache so it'll stay
bushy and keep producing blooms.

Partner plants
Giant hyssops are spiky and
upright, but they don’t require
staking and they aren’t always
giants. Some of them grow in
mounds only up to 2 feet tall. But
many grow to between 4 feet and
5 feet, which makes them a great
presence in the back of a border. If
you are looking for alternarives to
medium-sized shrubs, giant hyssop
qualifies as a good substitute.
These plants come in many
colors. Look for companions in the
same shades or complementary hues.
Agastache looks great next to
other spiky shapes. Lavender is a
favorite companion. ‘May Night'
salvia (Salvia x sylvestris ‘May
Night’, Zones 4 to0 9) is another
purple pal for contrast, because its
especially deep color is not found
in agastache cultivars. Almost any
ornamental grass is perfect beside,
behind, or between giant hyssops.
Small shrubs like Texas red sage
(Salvia greggii, Zones 6 to 10) and
Apache plume (Fallugia paradoxa,
Zones 4 to 9); tall subshrubs like
Caryopteris x clandonensis ‘Dark
Knight' (Zones 5 to 9); and
perennials such as red hot poker
(Kniphofia uvaria, Zones 5 to 10)
work well with giant hyssop. They
all have spiky looks that echo the
shape of this plant.

PHOTO: AGASTACHE RUPESTRIS, ROB CARDILLO



PHOTO: AGASTACHE "SUMMER FIESTA", COURTESY OF TERRA NOVA NURSERIES

Agastache is most often
pronounced ag-ah-STACK-
ee, but you'll hear it
pronounced as ag-ah-STASH-
ee, ag-AST-a-kee, and
ag-AH-stah-kee.

The name comes from the
Greek aga, meaning highly or
greatly, and stache, meaning
wheatlike. Giant hyssop does
greatly resemble a stalk of
wheat in its upright habit,
height, and sometimes size.

But no matter how you

pronounce agastache, be
prepared for bystanders to
respond, “Bless you!”

Rounded shapes planted at their
feet can help cover up the lower,
sometimes SPEI’SCI’ parts Of giant
hyssop. Try santolina (Santolina
spp.» Zones 6 to 11, depending
on species), cranesbill geranium
(Geranium sanguineum, Zones 3 to
8), or a dwarf goldenrod such as
Solidago ‘Little Lemon’ (Zones 5 to
9). Any low-growing herb will also
look great.

For a real contrast in shape, try a
smaller agastache planted at the feet
of unfussy roses like the Canadian
Explorer series or any Rosa rugosa.

Relax and enjoy
Powdery mildew can be a problem
with any mint, but giant hyssop
seems to thwart it, perhaps because
of its airiness. Pests don’t bother
this plant because, frankly, it

reeks. It smells like catnip to me,

A. ‘Summer Fiesta’ has 28-inch-tall flower spikes that bloom from summer
until frost.

even though some cultivars have
a lemony or licorice smell. The
pungent scent lingers beneath the
pleasant one.

Agastache is noninvasive, but it
is a mint, which means it self-seeds
freely. Either pull our seedlings
when they’re small or enjoy the
new plants that pop up in random
places in your garden. &

Stephanie Hainsfurther is a garden
writer in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
She is a columnist for this magazine’s
Site Specific department and the
author of Pocket Gardening for
Your Outdoor Living Spaces
(Hobby House Press, 2004).

For sources of agastache, see
Resource Guide on page 61.
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